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Before they start marking, examiners complete a standardisation process. They review a range of candidate
responses and discuss the mark scheme in detail to agree which answers can and cannot be accepted.
Examiners award marks where it is clear that candidate responses have met the requirements of the mark
scheme. These requirements may vary between different components or different versions of the same
component, depending on the exact requirements of the question and the candidate responses seen during the
standardisation process.

Sometimes, our mark schemes may allow marks to be awarded to responses which contain elements that are
factually incorrect or for content not covered by the curriculum. We do this in response to the demands of a
specific question to support candidates and make sure that our assessments are fair. However, these
allowances should not be used as a guide for teaching and learning.

We cannot discuss the mark scheme with schools, and we recommend that schools read the mark scheme
together with the assessment material and the Principal Examiner Report for Teachers.
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Mark scheme annotations and abbreviations

FT
SC
cao
dep
1SW
nfww
oe

soi

follow through after error
special case mark

correct answer only
dependent

ignore subsequent working
not from wrong working
or equivalent

seen or implied
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