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Section A: Reading 
 

Spend 35 minutes on this section. 
 
Read the text in the insert, and answer Questions 1–10. 
 
1 Look at the first paragraph (lines 3–8). 
 
 (a) Give one word which means ‘reached across’. 

 [1] 
 
 
 (b) The word ‘travel’ at the beginning of the second sentence links back to one word in the first 

sentence. 
  What is the word? 

 [1] 
 
 
 (c) The text refers to a legend about a silver bridge. 
  Explain why this old legend shows that tinkers were highly regarded. 

 

 [2] 
 
 
2 Look at the second paragraph (lines 9–12). 
 How does Jurovaty emphasise his point that tinkers made a wide range of useful objects? 

 [1] 
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3 Look at the third paragraph (lines 13–19). 
 
 (a) Which verb tells the reader that the museum is part of the castle? 

 [1] 
 
 
 (b) What is the main purpose of the annual tinker conference? 
  Tick () one box. 
 

to advertise the tinkers’ wares  
  

to bring more craftspeople to the museum  
  

to encourage people to keep tinker skills alive  
  

to allow tinkers to learn skills from other craftspeople  

[1] 
 
 
4 Look at the fourth and fifth paragraphs (lines 20–28). 
 
 (a) What does ‘the cradle of’ mean in line 25? 

 [1] 
 
 
 (b) Why is a colon ( : ) used? 
  Tick () one box. 
 

to present causes  
  

to give an exact definition  
  

to introduce opposite ideas  
  

to emphasise a particular feature  

[1] 
 
 
5 Look at the sixth and seventh paragraphs (lines 29–36). 
 What item did the villagers need most from the tinkers? 

 [1] 
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6 Look at the fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth paragraphs (lines 25–41). The first sentence of each 
paragraph is linked to the information given at the end of the previous paragraph. For example, 
‘this’ (line 25) links back to ‘Drotaria’ (line 24). 

 What information do the following words link back to? 

‘that’ (line 29)  

‘this’ (line 33)  

‘These’ (line 37)  
[3] 

 
 
7 Look at the ninth paragraph (lines 42–45). According to this paragraph, tinkers were able to work 

anywhere easily. 
 Explain what made it possible for tinkers to do this. 

•  

•  
[2] 

 
 
8 Look at the tenth and eleventh paragraphs (lines 46–55). 
 Do you think tinkers in the nineteenth century were still special? 
 Tick () one box. 
 

yes  
  

no  

 
 Give two quotations to support your answer. 
 Explain how each quotation supports your answer. 

quotation  

explanation  

quotation  

explanation  

[4] 
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9 Look at the twelfth paragraph (lines 56–62). 
 Explain why the quotation is a good way to end the article. 

•  

•  
[2] 

 
 
10 Look at the whole text. 
 The writer presents information in the text in a particular order. 
 Write a number in each box from 1 (the earliest) to 6 (the latest) to put each piece of information 

in the correct order. 
 One example has been done for you to show the earliest piece of information. 
 

  different ways of working with wire 
   

1  many tinker products are used in homes today 
   

  where tinker artifacts are on show 
   

  places where tinker craft originated 
   

  businesses succeed in large towns worldwide 
   

  origins of wirework design 

[4] 
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Section B: Writing 
 

Spend 35 minutes on this section. 
 
11 Describe a favourite object in your home which is designed beautifully and is also very useful. 
 
 It could be: 
 

• a kitchen utensil 
• a tool for doing a specific task 
• a piece of furniture 
• a piece of sports equipment 
• your own idea. 

 
 Think about: 
 

• why it is useful 
• what makes it beautiful 
• whether others find it beautiful or just you. 

 
 Use the space in the box below to plan your answer. 
 Do not use the space for your answer. You must write your answer on the answer lines on the 

next pages. 
 

Space for your plan: 

 



7 

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2026 0861/01/A/M/26 [Turn over 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



8 

 
Permission to reproduce items where third-party owned material protected by copyright is included has been sought and cleared where possible. Every 
reasonable effort has been made by the publisher (UCLES) to trace copyright holders, but if any items requiring clearance have unwittingly been included, the 
publisher will be pleased to make amends at the earliest possible opportunity. 
 
To avoid the issue of disclosure of answer-related information to candidates, all copyright acknowledgements are reproduced online in the Cambridge 
Assessment International Education Copyright Acknowledgements Booklet. This is produced for each series of examinations and is freely available to download 
at www.cambridgeinternational.org after the live examination series. 
 
Cambridge Assessment International Education is part of Cambridge Assessment. Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of the University of Cambridge 
Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which is a department of the University of Cambridge. 
 
© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2026 0861/01/A/M/26  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 [25] 
 


